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PREFACE. 

CT~'HE  Art  of  Inoculating  the  Small- 
^  Pox,  ever  fmce  Mr.  Maitland  in¬ 
troduced  it  has  been  praBifed,  more 
or  lefs,  in  many  Parts  of  this  King¬ 
dom  ;  but ,  for  many  Tears ,  like  other 
Modes  and  Fajhions ,  has  met  with  Ap¬ 
probation  or  D ifl ike  from  the  Prevalence 
of  either  Caprice  or  FaBion ,  without 
attributing  Merit  or  Demerit  to  its 
Succefs  or  Failing  :  And  fome  of  the 
Clergy,  at  firfl ,  as  well  as  the  Phyficians, 
were  draw n  into  Parties  on  the  Occa- 
fion  ;  fome  approving ,  and  others  dif ap¬ 
proving  the  new  PraBice . 

*  In  1721, 
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AMONG  the  learned  Phyficians , 
Dr.  Jurin  and  Dr.  Fuller  appeared ,  as 
early  Advocates ,  in  its  Favour  ;  and  of 
late  the  great  Dr.  Mead,  in  his  Book 
De  Variolis  &  Morbillis,  has  beflowed  a 
Chapter  De  Variolarumlniitione,  with 
his  Sentiments . 

ITS  Opponents  have  been  many  \  but , 
for  the  mojl  Party  Men  of  little  Note ; 
who  endeavoured  to  vilify  the  Art ,  morey 
by  promulgating  falfe  Reports  and  trump¬ 
ed-up  StorieSy  than  by  having  Recourfe 
to  either  Argument  or  Experience. 

r 

B  V T  the  Succefsy  with  which  it  has 
been  attended  for  fome  Years  pafty  fee  ms  y 
at  this  Timey  to  have  efablijhed  it  on  fo 
firm  a  BafiSy  as  to  flop  the  Mouths  of  its 
Antagonijhy  and  to  let  it  make  its  own 
Way . 

SOME  few  MifcarriageSy  it  is  mojl 
certainy  have  happened  y  which  is  nothing 

wonderful 
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wonderful  in  the  Small-Pox ,  human  Na¬ 
ture  being  liable  to  them  in  much  fmaller 
Matters :  And  Providence  feems  to  have 
crdai?2ed  it  fo>  that  we  Jhould  be  continu¬ 
ally  mindful  of  its  own  Source  for  our 
Prefervation*  If  therefore ,  infead  of 
making  an  ill-natured  Bounce  at  the  few 
Failings ,  Men  will  but  weigh  the  Ad- 
vantages  accruing  to  Numbers  by  this 
Practice,  I  believe  the  Ballance  of  Re a- 
fon  will  prefently  be  perceived  to  be  in  its 
Favour :  For  the  Succefs  of  Hundreds 
does  not  at  this  Time  appear  to  be  fo  much 
a  Matter  of  Wonder  y  as  that  One ,  of  a 
great  Number ,  fould  happen  to  die  of 
the  Difemper ,  which  y  taken  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Way  ( befides  the  lamentable  Fjfefts 
it  leaves  behind  it  in  many  that  recover ) 
is  wont  to  kill ,  according  to  the  exaffiejl 
Computation ,  One  in  Six.  And  Dr , 
Jurin,  in  his  Accounts  of  the  Succefs  of  In¬ 
oculation  made  it  plainly  appear  that 
not  more  than  One  in  Fifty  ( all  Cafualties 
*  Publifhed  in  the  Years  1723,  1724,  1725, 

and  17260 
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reckoned  in )  had  died  of  it.  Befides ,  the 
great  Advantages  of  Experience ,  fnce 
that  Time ,  willy  I  believe^  be  found ,  upon 
Enquiry y  of  fuch  Weight  as  to  have  added 
a  remarkable  Succefs  to  it.  For  it  does 
not  appear y  as  the  learned  Dr.  Mead  ju- 
dicioiifly  obferves  fo  much  a  Matter  of 
Confequence  from  what  Body  the  Morbific 
Matter  is  taken y  as  that  into  which  it  is 
to  be  infufed.  Whence  it  is  plainly  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  Subjetly  to  be  inoculatedy 
ought  to  be  perfectly  found ,  or  freed  by 
due  Management  before -hand  from  all 
Manner  of  Impurities  whatfoevery  by  the 
Direction  of  the  Bhyfician  ;  for  the  Me¬ 
thod  mufi  necejfarily  be  varied  as  the  Cir¬ 
ca  m/lances  of  the  Patient  may  feem  to  re¬ 
quire. 

THOSE  general  preparatory  Means , 
made  Ufe  of  in  my  own  P r attic ey  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fet  forth  in  the  following 

i  i  * 

*  Plus  mea  opinione  refert  in  quale  corpus  in- 
fundatur,  quam  de  quali  eximatur  peftilpntiae  vi¬ 
rus.  De  Variotis  b5  MorbillUy  p.  84. 
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Epifile ;  ( written  fome  Time  ago ,  and  now 
puhlijhed  at  the  Requeft  of  a  Friend.)  And 
having  been  attended  with  remarkable 
Succefs ,  they  will,  I  hope ,  give  fome  Satifi 
faBion  to  the  candid  and  ingenuous  Reader. 

ANOTHER  principal  Point , 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  a  Matter  op 
Confequence ,  is  to  take  Care  that  the  In - 
cifions,  to  which  the  variolous  Venom  or 
Taint  is  applied,  be  had  Regard  to ;  for 
it  is  manifef,  that,  be  they  ever  fo  fal¬ 
low,  confiderable  Ef chars  will  be  thrown 
off  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Difemper,  and 
then  the  Difcharge,  whether  little  or 
much,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  Critical  ; 
for  I  have  never  once  obferved ,  where  thoje 
Efchars  had  been  duly  feparated,  any 
Contingent ,  or  remarkably  feverif  Symp¬ 
toms  whatfiever. 

AND  this  feems  to  be  the  moft  rea - 
finable  Way  of  accounting  why  the  Small- 
Pox  produced  by  Inoculation  is  more  rare - 
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ly  attended  with  a  fecondary  Fever,  than 
when  taken  in  the  natural  Way  ,  which , 
/  take  for  granted ,  is  allowed  to  be  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Faff  beyond  Contradiffion . 

THESE  Matters ,  duly  weighed  a?id 
confderedy  willy  I  am  perfuaded,  give 
fome  Satisfaffion  to  the  reafonable  En¬ 
quirer  of  the  Advantages  accruing  from 
this  Art ,  efpecially  after  the  Experi¬ 
ence  of  near  thirty  Tears  Praffice  has 
approved  ity  in  the  Opinion  of  Men  of 
Learning  and  Candour ,  to  be  the  great- 
eft  Security  againfl  Danger  from  one 
of  the  mojl  contagious  DiftemperSy  that 
human  Nature  is  fubjeff  to ^ 
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THE 

Practice  and  Theory 

O  F 

INOCULATION. 

I  N  A 

Letter  to  a  Friend, 

SIR, 

THE  Practice  of  Inoculation  has 
been  attended  with  fuch  won¬ 
derful  Succefs  for  above  twen¬ 
ty  Years  part,  that  it  does  not,  at  this 
Time,  ftand  in  Need  of  Advocates  to 
prop  and  fupport  it :  But,  as  you  have 
laid  an  Obligation  on  me,  to  give  you 
my  Sentiments,  with  fome  Account  of 
my  own  Pradtice,  and  the  Succefs  at¬ 
tending  it,  I  fhall  readily  oblige  you  in 
communicating  every  Thing  occurring 

B  ^  to 
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to  my  Memory,  that  Experience  or  ON- 
let vation  can  furnifh  me  withal. 

That  the  Art  of  Propagating  the 
Small-Pox  by  Inoculation  has  been 
famous  for  its  Succefs  in  other  Nations, 
we  have  authentic  Accounts  given  by 
many  Writers :  And  though  it  is  but 
of  late  Years,  that  the  Europeans  have 
come  into  it,  yet  Hiftory  informs  us 
that  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  have 
fuccefsfully  pradtifed  it  for  fome  hun¬ 
dred  Years. 

The  Mortality  of  the  Small-P^x, 
taken  by  common  Infedtion,  in  Eng * 
land ,  was,  no  Doubt,  the  Reafon  that 
it  was  at  firft  introduced  amongft  us . 
for  it  is  wonderful  with  how  great  an 
Expectation  it  was  received,  with  how 
much  Induftry  it  was  cultivated,  and 
how  foon  it  grew  incredibly  famous : 
The  Royal  Family,  and  many  of  the 
Nobility,  and  principal  Gentry  through¬ 
out  the  Nation,  being  the  earlieft  En- 
couragers  of  it.  Yet,  notwithflanding, 

it 
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it  made  but  a  flow  Progrefs  for  feve- 
ral  Years,  as  gaining  but  little  Credit 
among  the  common  Sort  of  People, 
who  began  to  difpute  about  the  Law¬ 
fulness  of  propagating  Difeafes ;  and, 
whether  or  no  the  Small-Pox  produced 
by  Inoculation  would  be  a  certain  Se¬ 
curity  againfl:  taking  it  again  by  In¬ 
fection  ;  and  alfo,  whether  other  Dif¬ 
eafes  and  morbid  Contaminations  of 
the  Blood  and  Humours  might  not 
be  likely  to  be  engrafted  along  with 
it.  But  thefe  Objections,  and  many 
more,  have  been  long  ago  anfwered 
by  Dr.  Fuller ,  and  other  able  Phyfi- 
cians,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  Men  of 
Learning  and  Candour :  And  Experi¬ 
ence,  from  Length  of  Years,  feems,  at 
this  Time,  to  have  entirely  got  the 
better  of  every  Argument  of  this  Sort. 

For  my  own  Part,  if  I  may  give 
you  my  Opinion  freely,  I  am  fo  far 
from  thinking  this  Art,  under  proper 
Care  and  Management,  any  Ways  ha- 

B  2  zardou-s  • 
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zardous ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  from 
the  Experience  of  much  Practice,  I 
am  convinced  it  is  the  only  fafe  Means 
to  conduct  us  through  the  moft  loath- 
fome  and  perilous  of  all  Diftempers, 
without  Scars  or  'Deformities,  or 
ther  fatal  Contingencies. 

It  is  true,  there  are  fome,  I  believe, 
whofe  Blood,  upon  any  preternatural 
Alteration,  is  fo  liable  to  be  inflamed, 
that,  notwithftanding  all  Manner  of 
Precaution  is  ufed,  it  cannot  be  enough 
fubdued,  fo  as  to  produce  the  moft 
mild  and  friendly  Sorts  of  the  Small- 
Pox  ;  but  this  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
where  it  fo  happens :  For  although, 
in  fuch  Subjects,  the  Difeafe,  by  In¬ 
oculation,  may  carry  with  it  fome 
Share  of  Malignity ;  yet  it  is  fufficient, 
that,  by  due  Care  and  Management, 
it  will  probably  be  fo  far  reftrained, 
and  kept  under,  as  not  to  be  rendered 
of  the  confluent,  patechious,  or  bloody 
Sorts.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think, 

that 
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that  I  have  fucceeded  well  with  many 
Patients  of  this  Kind,  having  had 
feveral,  in  whofe  Families  the  Small- 
Pox,  taken  in  the  natural  Way,  has 
ufually  proved  very  fatal. 

The  Small-Pox  is  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  a  peftilential  Virus ,  or  Matter 
lodged  in  the  Blood,  which,  fooner  or 
later,  being  moved  or  adted  upon,  by 
fome  evident  Caufe,  or  peculiar  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Air,  is  dilpofed  to 
break  out,  on  moft  People,  at  one 
Time  or  other  3  and  the  more  early, 
ufually  the  better  :  For  it  is  feldom  we 
obferve  the  Diftemper  to  be  favoura¬ 
ble  in  thofe  who  are  advanced  in 
Years  3  fo  that  the  Matter  feems  to 
multiply  itfelf  in  the  Blood,  and  aug¬ 
ment  with  the  Patient's  Age.  And 
this,  probably,  is  the  Reafon  why  we 
generally  meet  with  the  Diftemper 
more  favourable  in  Infants,  than  in 
Adults. 
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How  far  the  projected  Notions  of 
our  fpeculative  Adepts  in  Philofophy, 
whofe  more  refined  Studies  have  let 
them  into  the  Secret,  that  the  Small- 
Pox,  and  majiy  other  Difeafes,  are 
propagated  by  Means  of  Animalcula> 
hatched  from  their  Eggs,  lodged  in 
the  Hair,  Pores,  &c.  of  human  Bodies, 
may  be  likely  to  prevail  in  another 
Century,  I  fhall  not,  at  this  prefent 
Time,  much  concern  myfelf,  being 
perfectly  allured,  that,  as  thefe  Mat¬ 
ters  are  too  minute  for  our  grofs  Senfes, 
the  Benefits  of  this  occult  Science  mull 
confequently  remain  unrevealed,  till 
proper  Inftruments  can  be  invented  fit¬ 
ting  to  bring  to  Light  the  conjedtured 
Origin  of  thefe  wonderful  Phenome¬ 
na. 

Let  it  therefore  fuffice,  that  the 
Powers  of  Nature  and  the  true  Caufes 
of  Things  are  too  difficult  to  be  re- 
folved,  and  probably  will  for  ever  re¬ 
main  a  Secret  with  the  great  Giver  and 

Difpofer 
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Difpofer  of  all  Things,  whofe  myfte- 
rious  Rule,  and  Order  of  Providence,  is 
beyond  the  Reach  of  human  Compre- 
henfion. 

Some  Things,  however  difficult  to 
be  accounted  for,  appear,  notwithfland- 
ing,  manifefily  plain  to  our  difcerning 
Senfes,  as,  that  Mankind  are  not  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  Small-Pox  any  more 
than  once  in  their  whole  Life-time; 
and  that  the  different  Species  of  that 
Diftemper  are  by  no  Means  influenced 
by  the  Infedtion  received,  but  are  owe- 
ing  altogether  to  the  different  Tempe¬ 
raments  of  Individuals,  and  the  various 

■  *  ♦  *  1 

Incidents  that  befal  them.  But  why  the 
fame  Particles  of  infedtiftg  Matter,  in- 
fufed  into  different  Bodies,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  different  Kinds  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  we  can  no  more  account  for,  than 
why  we  were  made  with  fuch  and  fuch 
different  Features  and  Complexions. 

All  that  we  can  demonftrate  plain¬ 
ly  is,  that  the  infedting  Matter,  applied 

to 
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to  the  Incifions,  is,  as  Fire  put  to  Fuel, 
and  occafions  fuch  a  Kind  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  as  the  Fames  Morbi  in  the  Body, 
fo  infeCted,  lhall  ftir  up.  And  this 
truly  is  as  much  as  is  neceflary  for  our 
Knowledge,  in  Order  to  caution  us  a- 
gainft  indiferiminately  applying  this 
Matter  to  Individuals,  without  being 
firft  fatisfied  that  they  are  proper  Sub¬ 
jects,  or  otherwife  rendered  fitting,  by 
due  Management  before-hand,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fame.  And  this  is  as  much  as 
is  requisite  to  be  premifed  previous  to  the 
Operation. 

Although  Experience manifefteth 
that  Inoculation  may  be  praCtifed  with 
Safety,  on  young  Subjects,  at  all  Sea¬ 
sons  of  the  Year ;  yet,  forafmuch  as 
Obfervation  has  convinced  me  how 
much  more  the  Malignity  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  by  Inciiion,  as  well  as  common 
Infection,  has  ufually  exerted  itfelf  in 
the  Spring-time,  I  am  the  lefs  inclined 
to  recommend  it  then  even  to  thofe 

young 
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young  Subjects :  And  for  Adults,  would 
have  them  lay  Hold  of  the  more  fa¬ 
vourable  Opportunities,  efpecially  fuch 
as,  when  the  Small-Pox,  taken  in  the 
common  Way,  proves  lead  malignant. 
Medicinal  Regimen,  of  fome 
Sort,  before  Inoculation,  is,  for  the  mod 
Part,  neceflary,  though  not  always  y 
and  this  is  to  be  judged  of  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  Age,  Habit  of  Body,  and 
other  Circumdances  of  the  Patient.  In 
a  Plethory,  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  &c . 
ought  always  to  be  recommended  pre*^ 
vious  to  the  Operation ;  and,  in  a  puny 
Habit,  a  light  Infufion  of  the  Bark,  af¬ 
ter  a  gentle  Vomit  or  Purge,  drank  for 
fome  Time,  proves  greatly  beneficial. 
But,  in  grofs  or  robuft  Habits,  I  would 
always  recommend  a  Courfe  of  JEthiops- 
Mineral ,  or  Cinnabar,  with  a  Milk- 
diet,  for  a  Month  or  fix  Weeks,  after 
plentiful  Bleeding,  and  Purging.  Thofe 
People,  who  are  fubjedt  to  peculiar 
Complaints,  mud  be  treated  accord- 

C  '  ingly ; 
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ingly  :  And,  by  thefe  Methods,  I  have 
fucceeded  with  many  Valetudinarians . 

Th  e  propereft  of  all  Vomiting  Me¬ 
dicines  is  the  Radix  Ipecacoanhre ,  ei¬ 
ther  in  Subftance  or  Infufion  3  but  purg¬ 
ing  Medicines  are  to  be  varied  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Condition  and  Strength  of 
the  Patient.  For  thofe  of  a  grofs  Ha¬ 
bit  of  Body,  orfufpedted  to  have  Worms, 
or  Impurities  of  any  Kind,  I  have  u- 
fually  given  the  following  Powdei^ 
which  has  feldom  or  ever  failed  of  an- 
fwering  my  Intention. 

R  Pulv.  Rad.  Jalap .  p.  iij. 

Cinnab .  Nativ. 

Calomel.  Sing.  p.  j.  m. 

For  a  Man  that  is  tolerably  eafy  to- 
be  wrought  upon,  two  Scruples  of  this 
Powder  will  do  very  well ;  and  there 
is  feldom,  or  ever,  Occafion  to  give 
more  than  fifty  Grains:  But,  where 
gentler  Purges  are  preferred,  Rhabar- 

baruMy 
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bar uni>  vel  Infuf.  Senate  cum  Sal.  Glau¬ 
ber.  See.  may  be  adminiftered. 

I  have,  for  the  moft  Part,  reeom- 
mended  a  ftrkd  Regularity  in  Diet,  ex¬ 
cept  among  the  more  temperate,  and 
where  the  State  of  my  Patients  would 
not  admit  oi  fecii  Alteration  5  and,  even 
then,  have  perfuaded  them  to  make 
Ufe  of  only  the  lighted  Kinds  of  Ani¬ 
mal-Food,  and  that  in  the  moft  mo¬ 
derate  Way  that  could  be  complied 
with  :  But  the  more  ftrong  and  rebuff: 
have  made  Puddings,  Vegetables,  Milk, 
&c.  their  chief  Diet,  for  fome  Time 
before  the  Operation,  forbearing  to 
drink  of  ftrong  and  fermented  Li¬ 
quors.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  a  Regularity  in  Diet,  even  with 
thefe,  where  it  can  be  purfued  long 
enough  before-hand,  will  be  likely  to 
anfwer  the  Intention  very  well  without 
almoft  any  Phyfical  Regimen. 

But  in  all  Cafes,  where  Purging  is 
neceflary,  I  would  chufe  it  fhould  be 

C  2  ad- 
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adminiftered  early ;  that,  at  the  Time 
of  the  Operation,  the  Body  may  be  re¬ 
ft  ored  to  as  quiet  and  undifturbed  a 
Situation  as  can  be  :  And,  to  effedt  this 
the  better,  I  would  have  an  exadt  Re¬ 
gulation  obferved  with  Regard  to  the 
N  on-naturals,  efpecially  Going  to  Bed 
and  Riling  at  dated  Hours,  moderate 
Exercife,  &c.  And  this  to  be  continued 
even  to  the  Time  of  having  the  Small- 

Pox. 

Though  I  need  not  be  very  parti¬ 
cular  in  relating  the  Manner  of  perform¬ 
ing  this  Operation,  yet,  as  it  offers  next, 
I  {hall  give  you  a  brief  Account  of  it, 
and  then  proceed  on  progreffively  thro’ 
the  whole  Method  of  Practice. 

I  think  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
Matter  of  Confequence,  that  we  fhould 
be  confined  to  any  Part  of  the  Body 
for  the  Performance  of  Inoculation, 
being  fully  fatisfied  that  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  the  Matter  to  any  Part  will  be 
alike  productive  of  the  Small-Pox.  The 

propereft 


of  Inoculation .  2 1 

propereft  Places,  however,  for  making 
the  Incifions,  feem  to  be  in  the  Arms, 
in  the  Divifion  of  the  Mufcles,  where 
Iflues  are  commonly  ordered  to  be 
made.  And  thefe,  for  the  Sake  of  Drain, 
may  be  continued  afterwards,  as  Ilfues, 
for  any  Time  you  pleafe,  with  the  Help 
of  a  Pea,  flicking  Plaifter,  and  Bandage. 

The  Incilions  £hould  be  {hallow, 
and  about  the  Length  of  Orifices  made 
in  letting  Blood,  to  which  a  fmall  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Pusy  taken  on  Pellets  of  foft 
Lint,  of  the  Size  of  fmall  Peas,  is  to 
be  applied,  laying  on  Pieces  of  common 
Plaifter  with  Bandage  to  keep  it  on. 
After  four  and  twenty  Hours,  the  Lint 
is  to  be  taken  off,  and  the  Orifices  to 
be  dreflfed,  with  the  common  Plaifter, 
once  in  a  Day  or  two,  or  oftener,  as 
there  is  Occafion. 

It  matters  not  what  Quantity  of  the 
Pus  is  made  Ufe  of,  the  leaft  difcerni- 
ble  on  the  Lint  being  fufficient  to  an- 
fwer  the  Purpofe  of  Inoculation ,  and 

■Ex- 
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Experience  has  convinced  me  that  it  is, 
in  Reality,  of  no  Confequence  from 
what  Kind  of  the  Small-Pox  it  is  pro¬ 
cured.  I  knew  one  and  twenty  Ferfons 
inoculated  the  fame  Day  with  Matter 
taken  from  one  who  had  a  confluent 
Small-Pox,  and  dieel  of  it  •  yet  thefe, 
notwithftanding,  all  had  it  in  as  favour¬ 
able  a  Way  as  could  be  wifned  for  : 
And  I  have  inoculated  many  more  with 
Matter  of  the  malignant  Kind,  without 
any  Manner  of  ill  Effedt. 

The  Seafons  of  the  Year  make  fome 
Difference,  and  I  think  in  warm  Wea¬ 
ther  the  Diftemper  comes  on  fafter,  and 
with  fewer  Symptoms,  than  in  cold. 

The  fitted:  Time  for  procuring  the 
morbific  Pits  is  in  its  State  of  Matu¬ 
ration  ^  yet  I  have  fometimes  applied  it 
fooner,  while  only  a  limpid  Water,  and 
could  perceive  no  other  Difference  than 
that  it  was  fomewhat  flower  in  its  Ope¬ 
ration,  feemingly  as  Fruit  gathered  too 
early,  which  required  fome  longer  Time 

to 
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to  bring  it  to  Perfection.  But,  when  it 
can  be  taken  from  an  inoculated  Pa¬ 
tient,  the  feventeenth  or  eighteenth  Day 
from  Inoculation  will  molt  commonly 
furnilh  it  of  the  proper  Confidence. 

Ido  not  know  how  long  a  Time  the 
Matter  may  be  depended  upon  to  an- 
fwer  the  Purpofe  of  Inoculation  ;  but 
take  it  for  granted,  that  it  will  always 
do  fo  long  as  it  retains  its  Confidence 
in  the  Pudules.  I  took  fome  once  from 
a  Pudule  on  a  Performs  Foot,  when  thofe 
on  the  upper  Parts  had  been  dried  up 
feveral  Days,  and  the  Patient  had  been 
purged  two  or  three  Times,  which  an- 
fwered  the  Intention,  as  well  as  any  I 
had  ever  made  Ufe  of.  Where  the 
Small-Pox  has  been  too  flight  to  fur- 
nifh  Matter  from  an  inoculated  Patient 
by  the  Pudules,  I  have  oftentimes  ap¬ 
plied  the  purulent  Difcharge  by  the  In- 
cifions,  in  the  Height  of  the  Didemper, 
which  has  fucceeded  well.  But  when 
I  once,  for  the  Sake  of  Experiment, 

took 
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took  fome  of  the  fame,  where  there 
was  a  very  copious  Difcharge,  at  eight 
or  ten  Days  after  the  Turn  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  it  failed  of  anfwering  my  Expec¬ 
tations,  having,  I  fuppofe,  in  that  Length 
of  Time,  run  off  all  its  Varioloiity. 
The  Perfon  to  whom  this  Matter  was 
applied,  being  in  the  fame  Houfewith 
fix  or  feven  others,  who  were  inocu¬ 
lated,  at  the  fame  Time,  with  other 
Matter,  took  the  Diftemper  afterwards 
of  his  Companions  in  the  common  Way, 
which  convinced  me  fully  of  this  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  which,  other  wife,  I  fhould  have 
been  in  fome  Doubt  about,  having  had 
feveral  inoculated  Patients,  in  whom 
the  Symptoms  were  remarkably  light, 
and,  in  fome  few,  no  Puftules  at  all : 
But  thefe  I  have  judged  to  be  fecure 
from  ever  taking  the  Small-Pox  again  ; 
for  being  accompanied  by  other  inocu¬ 
lated  Patients,  who  had  the  Small-Pox 
at  the  fame  Time,  it  is  moft  proba¬ 
ble 
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ble  they  muft  have  taken  it  in  the  na¬ 
tural  Way. 

How  long  the  variolous  Matter, 
taken  upon  Lint,  may  be  preferved  to 
anfwer  the  Purpofe  of  Inoculation,  I 
know  not  3  having  never  ufed  any  my~ 
felf  that  had  been  let  out  of  the  Puftules 
more  than  three  or  four  Days  3  but 
fuppofe,  upon  the  Credit  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Account,  it  will  retain  its  Va- 
riolofity  much  longer. 

Mr.  Dutton i  Surgeon,  at  Lindfield , 
in  Suffix ,  informed  me,  that  he,  un¬ 
warily,  gave  a  certain  Woman  the  Small- 
Pox,  in  Bleeding  her  with  the  fame 
Lancet,  which  he  had  ufed  nine  Days 
before  in  opening  fome  Puftules, >  in 
Order  to  take  Matter  for  Inoculation, 
and  neglecting  to  wipe  his  Lancet  af¬ 
terwards  3  that,  being  called  in  to  this 
Patient  two  or  three  Days  after,  he 
found  the  Orifice  not  clofed,  but  the 
Lips  hardened  and  inflamed,  as  the  In- 
cifions  ufually  appear  after  Inoculation  ; 

D  and 
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and  that,  the  Symptoms  happening  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Time,  fhe  had  the 
Small- Pox  favourably  j  after  which  the 
Orifice  was  difpofed  to  heal  of  its  own 
Accord 

About  the  fixth  Day  from  Inocu¬ 
lation,  Flufhings  in  the  Face  and  o- 
ther  ufual  Symptoms  and  Alterations 
begin  to  happen,  which  from  hence¬ 
forward  continue  increafing,  till  they 
gradually  kindle  into  the  Difeafe,  which 
is  confirmed  by  Eruptions  happening, 
for  the  moft  Part,  on  the  ninth  Day ; 
though  fometimes  fooner  or  later,  as 

o 

different  Temperaments  and  Seafons 

*  Other  fimilar  Accounts,  of  the  Small-Pox 
having  been  inferted  in  like  Manner,  have  been 
communicated  to  me,  by  Mr.  ' Adcock ,  jun.  of 
AJhford ,  in  Kent,  and  others  ;  whofe  Teftimonies 
are  an  unqueftionable  Authority  for  the  Truth  of 
this  Matter.  And,  fince  the  Writing  of  this  Let¬ 
ter,  I  have  known  that  the*  purulent  Difcharge, 
taken  from  the  Incifions  of  an  inoculated  Patient, 
has  been  ufed  with  Succefs,  after  it  had  been  kept 
in  a  Box  nineteen  Days. 

may 
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may  occafion.  Three  or  four  Days 
compleat  the  Bringing  out  of  the  Puf~ 
tules  $  after  which,  arifing  above  the 
Superficies  of  the  Skin,  they  continue 
daily  to  increafe,  until  they  arrive  at 
their  full  Pitch,  appearing  yellow  and 
purulent.  And  this  is  ufually  accom- 
plifhed  in  about  eight  Days  from  the 
Time  of  the  firft  Appearances.  From 
this  State,  they  begin  to  grow  hard  and 
incrufted,  and  dry  up  into  Scabs ;  which 
in  a  few  Days  fall  off  of  themfelves, 
leaving  only  {hallow  Marks  behind 
them,  and  feldom  deep  enough  to 
caufe  any  lafting  Impreflions  :  And 
thus  endeth  the  fimple  or  diftinft  Kind 
of  the  Small-Pox,  which  is,  for  the 
molt  Part,  that  produced  by  Inocula¬ 
tion. 

*  !] 

The  Symptoms,  how  many  and 
how  violent  foever  they  are,  ought  very 
cautioufly  to  be  adted  upon  that  Na¬ 
ture,  with  the  Help  of  proper  Diluents, 
may  be  left  to  do  her  own  Work  3  and 

D  2  flie 
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flie  will  feldom  fail,  except  where  ther-g 
is  perverfe  Ufage,  or  Mal-treatment. 
In  extreme  Pain  of  the  Head,  attend¬ 
ed  with  Delirium ,  &c.  occafioned  in 
a  great  Meal  u  re  by  Over-Codi  venefs, 
I  have  commonly  ordered  a  gentle 
Cjyller,  which  has  lometimes  given 
great  Relief ;  but,  wlien  this  fails  of 
anfwering  the  End,  drawing  Blood 
from  the  Arm  will  be  a  proper  Means 
to  haden  the  Expuliion  of  the  Pudules, 
unlefs  Nature  iliould  do  without  fuch 
A  didance,  by  occadoning  an  involun¬ 
tary  Bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  which  ge¬ 
nerally  proves  a  certain  Remedy:  In 
Cafe  of  Sicknefs  at  Stomach,  or  Vo¬ 
miting,  a  Cup  of  Oil,  with  now  and 
then  a  plentiful  Draught  of  warm  Wa¬ 
ter,  jud  to  rince  out  the  Stomach,  will 
be  very  ferviceable.  A  Diarrhcea  fo 
rarely  ought  to  be  redrained,  that  it 
dands  in  Need  of  no  Remedy ;  and  a, 
fore  Throat  requires  Nothing  more  than 
now  and  then  a  Draught  of  cold  Wa- 

v-  • 
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ter,  or  Barley-Water,  with  a  little  Juice 
of  Lemon.  A  Dyfuria  is  relieved  by 
an  emollient  Clyfter,  and  Drinking 
plentiful  Draughts  of  common  Emul- 
■  fion,  with  Sal-Prunel,  or  purified  Ni¬ 
tre  added  to  it.  Convulfions  in  Chil¬ 
dren,  which  are  neverthelefs  accounted 
as  certain  F  ore-runners  of  a  kindly  Small- 
Pox,  are  remedied  by  Epifpafticks. 

.  During  the  Coming  out  of  the 
Puftules,  it  is  by  all  Means  right  that 
the  Patient  be  kept  pretty  much  in  Bed, 
efpecially  if  the  Weather  be  cold,  un¬ 
der  his  accuftomed  Weight  of  Cloaths : 
for  an  equable  Warmth  is  neceflary ; 
afterwards,  provided  the  Puftules  are 
flight, Tie  may  fit  up  as  much  as  he 
plealeth,  lo  as  not  to  be  wearied  or 
fatigued  by  it.  ' 

Towards  the  Pitch  of  the  Diftem- 
per,  in  Cafe  of  any  extraordinary  Reft- 
leflnefs,  Diacodium,  or  Thebaic  Tinc¬ 
ture,  may  occafionally  be  given,  but 
there  is  feldom  any  Need  of  either. 

Smald 
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Small  Bobea  and  Green  Teas,  with 
Milk  and  Sugar,  Milk-Porridge,  Bar- 
ley-Grewel,  Bread  and  Butter,  Rice, 
Millet,  and  Bread-Puddings,  Cuftards, 
Apple-Tarts,  Potatoes,  &c.  are  proper 
Food  in  the  Small-Pox.  And  Small- 
Beer,  Barley-Water,  Milk  and  Water, 
Emulfions,  and  pedtoral  Apozems,  com¬ 
mon  Dilutors  to  be  drank  plentifully 
of:  But  I  prefer  good  foft  Water,  drank 
quite  cold,  or  with  a  Toaft,  to  all  o- 
ther  Things ;  being  convinced,  by  re¬ 
peated  Experience,  that  it  exceeds  all 
the  reft.  In  a  Word,  it  is  the  only 
Drink  that  Nature  craves  for,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  very  beft  Dilutor  in  the  Uni- 
verfe.  I  inoculated  two  of  my  own 
Children,  the  Twenty-fourth  of  De¬ 
cember,  1746  ^  the  eldeft  of  which, 
though  not  then  fix  Years  old,  had  the 
fulleft  Small-Pox  of  any  one  of  twelve 
inoculated  at  the  fame  Time :  And, 
though' the  Puftules  appeared,  at  their 
firft  Coming  out,  fmall,  and  ill-con¬ 
ditioned. 
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ditioned,  yet,  by  a  plentiful  Dilution 
with  cold  Water  only  (which  had  al¬ 
ways  been  his  common  Drink)  he  kept 
himfelf  conftantly  cool  and  quiet,  with¬ 
out  any  fore  Throat,  or  other  trouble- 
fome  Symptom  throughout  the  Diftem- 
per and  by  this  Means,  without  hav¬ 
ing  Occafion  for  any  Medicine  what- 
foever,  mended  daily  the  Complexion 
of  the  Puftules;  and  filled  and  ripened 
them  to  the  greateft  Perfection  ;  fo  that 
he,  though  all  over  full  of  Puftules, 
might  be  faid  to  have  pafled  through 
the  Small-Pox,  without  any  real  Com¬ 
plaint  :  And  this  I  think  is  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  cold  Water  only,  as  it 
kept  him  conftantly  cool  and  refrefhed  ; 
fo  that  Nature,  neither  thwarted  nor 
difturbed  by  any  perverfe  Treatment, 
did  her  own  Work  in  the  moft  perfed 
Manner. 

I  thought  it  right  to  fignify  this 
Matter  at  large,  as  it  is  a  Thing  of  the 
greateft  Confequence  in  the  Manage¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  the  Small-Pox,  in  Order  to 
take  an  Opportunity  of  exploding,  what 
I  am  able,  Poffets  of  Sack  and  White- 
Wine,  which  are  commonly  made,  by 
the  Dealers  in  thofe  gainful  Commo¬ 
dities,  of  fuch  unwarrantable,  balder- 
dafh  Compofitions,  as  would  fooner 
prove  a  Poifon  than  a  Remedy  for  the 
Sick :  And  I  am  daily  furprized  to  fee 
fome  Men  continually  drenching  them- 
felves  at  their  Meals  with  fuch  adul- 
terated  vinous  Fermentations,  as  are 
fit  only  to  propagate  Difcafes,  for  the 
Sake  of  helping  on  Digeftion ;  when, 
at  the  fame  Time,  unwarily,  they  aie 
putting  a  Difficulty  upon  Nature  to  get 
the  better  of  thofe  poifonous  Digeftors 
themfelves.  Let  us  confider  that  Di« 
eeftion  is  wholly  the  Work  of  Nature, 
and  that  we  are  to  fatisty  her  Cravings, 
by  fuch  Things  only  as  are  cooling, 
diluting,  and  diffolving.  But  there  are 
no  general  Rules  without  Exceptions  j 

and  Drink,  as  well  as  other  Things, 

mutt 
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muft  be  varied  according  to  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Cafe,  or  Humour 
and  Condition  of  the  Patient. 

But  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  be  under¬ 
stood,  that  the  Regimen,  I  have  here 
recommended,  is  fuppofed  to  be  fitting 
for  fuch  only  as  have  lived  within  the 
Degrees  of  Temperance  and  Regularity, 
For,  in  Regard  to  thole,  in  whom  Strong 
Drinks  and  high-feafoned  Foods  are 
by  Cuftom  grown  habitual,  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to.  think  their  very  Habits  are 
frequently  fo  very  much  preternatura- 
lized,  as  to  admit  of  no  other  Regimen 
than  Intemperance. 

In  the  coherent  or  confluent  Kinds 
of  the  Small-Pox,  which  I  believe  but 
feldom  happen  under  Inoculation,  a 
more  malignant  Fever  attends  the  E- 
ruption  ;  and  the  Puftules  appear  more 
fmall,  flat,  and  ill-conditioned ;  and 
never  can  be  brought  to  a  kindly  Sup¬ 
puration  ;  fo  that,  in  fine,  the  Succefs 
depends,  in  great  Meafure,  ontheTu- 

E  mefadtion 
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mefaftion  of  the  Head  and  Face,  and 
other  Parts ;  which  is  affifted  by  drink¬ 
ing  large  Draughts  of  diluting  Liquors : 
But,  as  thefe  Cafes  are  highly  inflam¬ 
matory,  there  is  a  Neceffity  for  large 
and  frequent  Bleedings,  in  Order  to 
take  off  the  Lentor  of  the  Blood  in  the 
capillary  Veffels,  which,  otherwife,  by 
Means  of  the  Circulation,  being  forced 
forward  into  the  "V  eins,  contaminates 
the  whole  Mafs.  The  Body  alfo  muff 
be  kept  open  with  Lenients :  And  Sal- 
Prune!,  or  Nitre,  given  frequently  in 
Emulfions,  proves  very  ferviceable.  In 
Cafe  of  Naufea,  or  Sicknefs  at  Stomach, 
the  following  Powders  and  Mixture 
give  Relief  quickly. 

R  Pulv.  e  Chel.  Cancr.  Comp.  3  ij- 
01  Nuc.  Mofch.  g’  vj.  m. 

Pro  jv.  vel  vj.  dofibus.  Et  detur  ter - 
tia  vel  quart  a  quaqua  hard  cum  fequent  a 
Mijlurce  Cochl.  iij.  vel.  jv°\ 
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R  Aq.  Alex .  fimpL  %iiij* 

- Nuc.  Mofch , 

£yr.  Limon.  aa  %ifs. 

Sal .  Abfmth.  y.  m. 

Opiates,  in  the  Increafe  of  this 
Diftemper,  iometimes  are  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice,  by  reftraining  the  Heat  and  Eff 
fervefcence  of  the  Blood;  but,  when 
they  occafion  a  Delirium ,  muft  be  let 
alone ;  and  their  Effects  carried  off  by 
Clyfter,  or  gentle  Phyfic. 

Epispasticks  applied  about  the 
feventh  or  eighth  Day  of  the  Small-Pox, 
if  the  Head  feems  much  affefted,  do 
great  Service ;  and  the  Parts  are  to  be 
kept  running  till  Suppuration  comes  on, 
which  is  feldom  brought  about  before 
the  twelfth  or  thirteenth  Day  of  the 
Diftemp  er. 

Sali  vat  ion,  which  fometimes 
happens  immediately  upon  Eruption, 
iometimes  not  till  two  or  three  Days 

E  2  after 
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a,  *  ^  I 

after,  is  to  be  kept  up  by  a  plentiful 
Drinking  of  peCtoral  Apozems,  or  E- 
mulfions  with  Nitre,  &c. 

But  above  all  Things  it  is  necefiary 
that  the  Body  be  kept  open,  by  gentle 
Means,  quite  through  the  Diftemper ; 
which  will  occafion  a  leffer  Need  of 
Opiates ,  and  prevent  other  troublefome 
Complaints.  The  following  is  a  remark¬ 
able  Inftance  of  the  Succefs  of  this 
•'  #***..*  ■*  * 

Practice. 

A  hail  young  Man,  who  had  the 
greateft  Confluence  of  the  Small-Pox 
I  ever  faw,  the  fifth  Day  of  the  Dif¬ 
temper  grew  fo  outrageous  that  he  could 
not  be  kept  in  Bed  :  Not  having  gone 
to  Stool  for  feveral  Days,  I  gave  him 
fix  Drams  of  Sal  Glauber i,  difiolved  in 
Water-Grewel,  which,  though  contra¬ 
ry  to  my  Expectation,  purged  him  ten 
Times  at  leaft ;  however,  it  had  this 
good  EffeCt,  that  he  kept  his  Bed  af¬ 
terwards,  and  refted  tolerably  well  for 
feveral  Nights  without  any  compofing 

,  Medicine  ^ 
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Medicine ;  and  by  frequent  Repetitions 
of  a  Dram  or  two,  at  a  Time,  as  there 
was  Occafion,  it  kept  him  going  to 
Stool,  and  making  large  Quantities  of 
Urine,  throughout  the  Diftemper.  The 
eleventh  Day,  at  Night,  the  Tumefac¬ 
tion  of  his  Head  and  Face,  which  be¬ 
fore  was  inconfiderable,  became  of  a 
fudden  fo  enormous,  that  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  apply  Bliftering-Plaifters, 
in  Order  to  take  off  the  Tenfion  •  and 
the  Salts  were  repeated  that  Night  as 
ufual.  The  next  Day,  towards  Even¬ 
ing,  I  perceived  a  little  Matter  ouzing 
at  his  Forehead,  whence  I  concluded 
the  Crifis  to  be  approaching.  The 
Swelling,  this  Evening,  was  vaftly  in- 
creafed  about  his  Neck  and  Throat; 
and,  being  very  reftlefs,  a  ftrong  Ano¬ 
dyne  was  given  him,  which  occafioned 
him  to  have  fome  Sleep  :  And  the  next 
Day,  the  Matter  difcharging  more  plen¬ 
tifully,  I  gave  it  as  my  Opinion  that 
there  was  a  good  Profpedl  of  a  happy 

IfTue : 
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Iffue:  However,  the  Tenfion  of  the 
Parts  ftill  remaining,  efpecially  about 
his  Neck  and  Throat ;  and  other  Parts 
of  his  Body  furprifingly  fwelled  $  and 
the  Reftleffnefs  ftill  greater ;  I  ordered 
the  Anodyne  to  be  repeated,  by  which 
Means  he  had  a  tolerable  good  Night. 
At  this  Time,  the  Superficies  of  his 
Head  and  Face  was  grown  hard,  and 
covered  with  a  Cruft,  which,  in  many 
Places,  began  to  crack,  and  difcharge 
furprifing  Quantities  of  Matter,  of  fo 
filthy  a  Stench  that  no  one  could  bear 
the  Room.  I  ordered  foft  Linnen 
Rags  to  be  applied  to  receive  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  kept  him  frequently  going  to  Stool, 
and,  in  about  fourteen  Days,  had  him 
taken  out  of  Bed  ;  from  which  Time, 
by  continuing  the  Purging  as  often  as 
he  could  bear  it,  he  gradually  regained 
his  Strength  to  a  perfect  Recovery. 

I  ought  to  have  taken  Notice  that 
this  Perfon  was  not  inoculated,  but 
took  the  Small -Pox,  by  Xnfedtion,  in 
the  common  Way. 

The 
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The  Indolence  of  Nature,  in  the 
Courfe  of  thisDiftemper,  is  to  be  affifted 
by  Cordial  Medicines,  as  Confedt.  Ra¬ 
leigh.  Cardiac .  Volatiles,  &c*  as  there 
feems  to  be  Occalion  for  them  5  and 
plentiful  Draughts  of  fmall  Liquors, 
taken  in  the  Intervals,  prove  always 
of  great  Service :  For,  while  the  Cor¬ 
dials  cheriih.  the  Heart,  the  Dilutors 
affift  in  carrying  on  the  morbid  Matter 
to  the  Puftules. 

For  a  fore  Throat,  in  the  Increafe 
of  the  Diftemper,  emollient  or  deter¬ 
gent  Gargarifms,  to  lubricate  or  fcour, 
as  there  is  Occafion,  and  a  liberal  Ufe 
of  Ecligma's  will  be  neceflary. 

In  the  Decline  of  the  Difeafe  gently 
opening  Medicines  fhould  be  given,  and 
repeated  every  Day  or  two,  unlefs  Na¬ 
ture  renders  them  ufelefs  by  anfwer- 
ing  that  End  of  her  own  Accord  ; 
and,  when  it  fo  happens,  Purging  may 
be  delayed  the  longer,  till  fuch  Time 
as  the  Patient  regains  Strength  to  be  the 
better  able  to  bear  it. 

It 
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It  will  be  convenient,  upon  the 
Drying  up  of  the  Puftules,  to  ufe  Oil 
of  Sweet  Almonds,  or  other  Sweet 
Oil,  by  Way  of  Liniment,  which  will 
foften  the  Scabs,  and  make  them  fall 
off  the  fooner. 

Th  ose  AbfcelTes,  or  Boils,  which 
fometimes  happen  after  the  Small-Pox, 
are  brought  to  Suppuration,  in  a  fhort 
Time,  without  any  Kind  of  Difficulty  ; 
and  cured  by  Pundture  with  a  Lancet, 
dry  Lint,  and  common  Plaifter.  I 
have  pricked  feveral  of  them  before 
they  came  to  fuppurate,  which,  after 
Letting  out  the  Blood,  grew  well  in 
a  Day  or  two ;  and  I  never  knew  any 
of  them  repullulate. 

The  inoculated  Parts,  from  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  firft  Symptoms,  ought 
to  be  daily  infpedted  ;  that  we  may 
lend  our  Affiftance,  on  Occafion,  to¬ 
wards  haftening  the  Separation  of  the 
Efchars,  and  promoting  the  Difcharges 
in  proper  Time :  And  this  I  look  upon 

to 
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to  be  a  Matter  of  the  greateft  Confe-* 
quence.  For  Nature,  by  Means  of  a 
continual  Drain,  is  greatly  aided  in  her 
Attempts  to  throw  off  the  Matter  of 
the  Difeafe,  which  has  an  eafy  Recefs 
through  the  very  Channel,  by  which 
its  Taint  or  Venom  was  at  fir  ft  intro¬ 
duced.  And  the  Perfpicuity  of  this 
Theory  is  fufficiently  manifefted  by  the 
Incifions  not  being  difpofed  to  heal  up 
till  fuch  Times  as  the  Difeafe  itfelf  is 
thoroughly  extinguifhed. 

But  the  Art  of  Inoculation  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  moft  confpicuous  Light,  by 
giving  you  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Sue- 
cefs  attending  my  own  Practice  3  in 
which,  efut  of  three-hundred  Patients, 
between  two  Years  old  and  fifty,  I 
have  had  the  good  Fortune  to  meet 
with  only  one  Mifcarriage ;  and  that, 
from  fuch  an  Incident,  as,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  ought,  by  no  Means,  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  Inoculation  ;  for  I  am  ve¬ 
rily  difpofed  to  think,  that,  even  this 

F  would 
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would  not  have  happened,  if  proper 
Care  had  been  taken  that  the  prepara¬ 
tory  Means,  prefcribed  before-hand, 
had  been  duly  complied  with. 

This  Patient  was  a  Boy  of  four 
Years  old,  of  a  grofs  Habit  3  for  which 
he  was  ordered  Calomel-Purges,  and 
a  Courfe  of  JEthiops-Mineral ,  for  three 
Weeks  or  a  Month  before  Inoculation  3 
after  the  Coming  out  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  of  which  he  had  a  pretty  many 
Puftules  of  the  diftindt  Kind,  the  fixth 
Day  he  complained  of  a  Griping  in  his 
Belly ;  and  a  'Diarrhoea  happened  up¬ 
on  it,  which  I  was  in  Hgp  es  would 
have  carried  off  the  Diforder  3  but  the 
Day  following,  in  the  Evening,  he  had 
a  cold  fhaking  Fit,  and  after  that  a 
'Vomiting,  by  which  he  brought  up  a 
large  Worm.  He  died  the  next  Day, 
being  the  eighth  from  Eruption,  and 
feventeenth  from  Inoculation. 

These  furprifing  Occurrences  hap¬ 
pening  put  me  upon  the  Enquiry,  whe¬ 
ther 
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ther  the  Boy  had  duly  perfifted  in  the 
Courfe  of  Medicine  ordered  him  before 
his  Inoculation  5  when  a  Maid-Servant 
of  the  Family,  who  was  inoculated  at 
the  fame  Time,  did  allure  ,me,  that 
fhe  verily  believed  that  all  the  Phy¬ 
tic  he  took  in  the  Preparation  never 
purged  him  once ;  for  the  Child,  fhe 
faid,  was  fo  much  indulged,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  do  as  he  pleafed,  that  fhe  even 
queftioned  whether  any  one  Dofe  of  * 
the  Black  Powder  was  taken  properly 
as  it  ought  to  be. 

The  Death  of  this  Child  was  ap« 
parently  owing  to  the  Worm-Fever* 
which  happened  in  the  Small-Pox : 
But  the  Circumflances  of  the  Cafe  were 
fo  fudden  and  furprifing,  that  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  could  have  been 
Time  to  do  any  Good,  by  treating  it 
with  its  own  Remedies  :  A  Pradice, 
which,  at  this  Time,  has  the  Honour 
to  be  patronized  by  Dr.  Mead 

Thus 

*  Non  alienum  hie  erit  generatim  &  univerfe 
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Thus  have  I  ingenuoully  given  you 
an  Account  of  the  good  and  ill  For¬ 
tune  attending  my  own  Practice,  and 
can  only  wifh  that  the  exonerating  my- 
felf  irom  the  Engagements  I  lay  under 
may  contribute  in  any  wife  to  your  Sa¬ 
tisfaction.  However,  it  may  be  worth 
the  Attention  to  refledt  ferioufly  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  not  highly  probable,  from 
the  Succefs  attending  the  Numbers  I 
have  been  concerned  for,  that  Inocu¬ 
lation  has  been  oftentimes  a  Security 
againft  taking  the  moil  dangerous  Kinds 
of  the  Small-Pox  :  And,  if  fo,  give 
me  Leave  to  infer  how  great  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  it  mull  confequently  be  to 
thole,  efpecially,  whofe  peculiar  Ha¬ 
bits  and  Temperaments  render  them 
naturally  difpoled  to  fuch  Sorts,  un¬ 
der  the  Care  and  Advice  of  our  learned 
Phyficians,  whofe  Sagacity  is  as  confpi- 

monere  quicunque  morbus  acutus  variolis  accedit, 
$um  remedia  fibi  propria  requirere,  atque  ut  plu- 
rimum  fatis  commode  fuilinere.  Cap.  De  non - 
mills  qua  in  variolis  acciduni. 
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cuous  and  eminent  in  correcting  them,  as 
in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes. 

Besides  the  Skill  in  obviating  or 
remedying  Mifchiefs  that  would  be  like¬ 
ly  to  happen,  may  it  not  be  efteemed 
as  highly  neccffary  and  advifable  alfo  in 
adapting,  for  this  Operation,  the  moil; 
fitting  and  convenient  Seatons  of  the 
Year,  to  the  various  Ages  and  Tempe¬ 
raments  of  Individuals  ? 

But,  in  Order  to  give  you  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  judging  the  better  concern¬ 
ing  this  Practice,  I  thall  communicate 
an  Account  *  of  its  Succefs,  for  the  firft 
eight  Years  of  its  being  ufed  in  thefe 
Kingdoms,  compared  with  the  Hazard 
of  the  natural  Small-Pox  for  that  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years,  which  is  comprifed  in  the 
following  Table. 


*  From  Dr.  Scheucbzer’s  Account  of  the  Suc¬ 
cefs  of  Inoculating  the  Small-Pox,  for  the  Years 
1727  and  1728. 


A  Table, 
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d  Table,  /hewing  the  Mortality  of  the  natural 
Small- Pox,  from  the  Tear  1721  to  1728, 
inclufive compared  with  the  State  and  Ha¬ 
zard  of  Inoculation  during  that  Time . 


Natural  Small-Pox. 


Inoculated  Small  *Pox. 


Died  of  the  Small- 
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From  hence  it  appears,  that  out 
of  eight-hundred  and  ninety-feven  Per- 
fons,  of  both  Sexes  and  all  Ages,  that 
were  inoculated  in  the  Courfe  of  eight 
Years,  Eight-hundred  and  Forty- three 
had  the  true  Small-Pox  by  Inocula¬ 
tion,  to  which  if  we  add  Thirteen, 
who  had,  what  was  termed,  an  im¬ 
perfect  Small-Pox,  then  the  whole 
Number  of  Perfons,  upon  whom  the 
Small-Pox  had  an  Effedt,  will  be  Eight- 
hundred  and  Fifty-fix. 

That  it  had  no  E fie 61  upon  T wen- 

i. 

ty-four,  out  of  Eight-hundred  and 
Ninety-feven,  was  looked  upon,  at 
that  Time,  as  nothing  remarkable  • 
many  of  them  being  fuppofed  to  have 
had  the  Small-Pox  before ;  which  was 
known  to  be  the  Cafe  of  fome,  who 
were  inoculated  only  for  Experiment’s 
Sake ;  and  was  doubtful  with  Regard 
to  many  of  the  reft. 

And  whereas  feverai  of  thofe,  who 
were  fufpedted  to  have  died  of  Inocu¬ 
lation, 
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lation,  appeared  to  have  been  of  a 
fickly  Conftitution,  or  actually  labour¬ 
ing  under  Difeafes,  I  think  their  Deaths 
cannot  in  Juftice  be  brought  in  to  in- 
creafe  the  Hazard  of  Inoculation,  which 
fhould  be  performed  with  all  proper 
Caution,  and  upon  Perfons  of  a  healthy 
Conftitution  only. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  obferve  to 
you  the  Reafons  that  have  been  here¬ 
tofore  given  why  moft  of  thofe  feven- 
teen  Perfons,  in  the  foregoing  Table, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  have  died  by 
Inoculation,  ought  to  be  ftruck  off 
the  Lift ;  and  then  let  your  impartial 
Judgment  make  an  Eftimate  of  the 
Hazard  of  this  Practice,  compared  with 
the  natural  Small-Pox,  with,  or  with¬ 
out  Allowances,  as  you  think  proper  *. 

*  The  Hiflories  of  thefe  Cafes  were  publifhed 
by  Dr.  Jurin  and  Dr.  Scheuchzer ,  in  their  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Succefs  of  Inoculating  the  Small¬ 
pox. 


The 
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The  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  of 
thefe  Cafes  ought  to  be  left  out  of 
the  Computation,  beeaufe  thofe  two 
Perfons  had  not  in  Fadt  received  the 
Small-Pox  by  Inoculation  5  their  Deaths, 
though  indeed  fubfequent  to  it,  hav¬ 
ing  been  apparently  owing  to  other 
Caufes  ;  in  one  to  a  nervous  Fever, 
which  carried  the  Patient  off  near  three 
Months  after  the  Operation  -y  in  the 
other  to  a  Hydrocephalus ;  and  this  lat¬ 
ter  died  on  the  eighth  Day  from  the 
Incifions,  before  any  Appearance  of  an 
Eruption. 

The  Tenth  ought  to  be  ftruck  off 
the  Lift,  beeaufe  his  great  Irregulari¬ 
ties,  and  Exceffes  in  Drinking,  even 
after  he  underwent  the  Operation,  were 
evidently  the  Caufe  of  his  Death. 

The  Twelfth  ought  not  to  be  taken 
in,  beeaufe  the  Patient  died  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  Fever,  fixteen  Days  from  the 
Eruption,  when  the  Small-Pox  was 
dry  and  fealing  off 
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The  Eighth  ought  to  be  left  out, 
becaufe  there  is  great  Reafon  to  fuf- 
pcft  that  the  Patient  took  the  Small- 
Pox  in  the  natural  Way ;  the  Erup¬ 
tion  appearing  fome  Days  fooner  than 
is  ufual  in  the  inoculated  Small-Pox. 

The  Fourth,  Sixth,  and  Sixteenth 
Cafes,  as  being  Perfons  of  a  fickly  Con- 
ftitution,  and  unfit  for  Inoculation,  ought 
to  be  left  out  of  the  Lift. 

All  thofe  alfo  fhould  be  left  out 
of  the  Queftion,  who  did  not  die  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  Diftemper,  but  by 
fubfequent  Dilorders  and  Accidents ; 
and  after  the  Small-Pox  was  gone 
off  5  fince,  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
they  are  not  brought  in  under  the 
Article  of  the  Small-Pox,  but  under 
the  refpeftive  Difeafes  they  happened 
afterwards  to  die  of ;  and  that,  on  this 
Angle  Account,  there  may  be  Room 
to  ftrike  off  the  firft,  fecond,  fifth, 
ninth,  thirteenth,  and  fifteenth  Cafes. 


And, 
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And,  tli ell  Deductions  being  made, 
there  remain  but  Three  out  of  Eight- 
hundred  and  Fifty-fix,  that  is,  One 
in  Two-hundred  and  Eighty-five,  that 
can  be  laid  to  have  died  of  Inocula¬ 
tion  :  And,  perhaps,  even  the  third 
and  eleventh  Cales  might  be  dilputed 
from  the  Circumftances ;  and  the  fe- 
venteenth  for  Want  of  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  Information. 

It  appears  by  the 'foregoing  Table, 
that,  in  the  Couife  ot  eight  Tears,  there 
died  of  the  Small-Pox  every  Year,  at 
a  Medium,  Iwo-thouland  Two-hun¬ 
dred  and  Eighty- five,  out  of  Twen- 
ty-feven  Thoufand  Three-hundred  and 
Five,  or  a  twelfth  Part  of  the  total 
Number  of  Burials. 

That  the  greatefi:  proportional 
Mortality  was  in  the  Year  1725,  when 
this  fingle  Diftemper  carried  off  Three- 
thoufand  One-hundred  and  Eighty- 
eight  out  of  Twenty-five  Thoufand 
Five-hundied  and  T wenty  -  three,  or 

G  2  one 
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one  Eighth  of  the  total  Number  of 
Burials  :  And  that,  notwithftanding, 
the  Practice  of  Inoculation  proved 
very  favourable,  but  Three  being  fuf- 
pedtcd  to  have  died  out  of  One-hun¬ 
dred  and  Forty-four,  or  One  in  Forty- 
eight. 

If  we  fuppofe  that  the  Two-thou- 
fand  Two -hundred  and  Eighty -five, 
-who  died  yearly  of  the  Small-Pox, 
at  a  Medium,  for  thofe  eight  Years, 
had  been  inoculated,  and  allowing  the 
Hazard  of  Inoculation  to  be  what  it 
proves  at  the  utmoft,  that  of  One  in 
Fifty,  there  would  have  died  then  out 
of  this  Number  only  Forty-five  or 
Forty-fix;  fo  that  two-thoufand  two- 
hundred  and  forty  Lives  might  have 
been  faved  annually. 

But,  as  it  may  be  objected  againfl 
this  Eftimate,  that  we  ought  not  to 
form  any  Comparifon  merely  and  in¬ 
dependently  from  the  Number  of  thofe 
who  were  carried  off  by  the  Small- 

Pox, 
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Pox,  but  that  we  ought  to  confider 
the  Matter  with  Regard  to  the  Num¬ 
ber  total  of  Perfons  of  all  Ages  and 
Conftitutions,  who  muft  have  been 
tick  of  this  Diftemper  to  occalion  fuch 
a  Mortality :  Let  us  fee  how  the  Cafe 
would  have  been  then.  The  Hazard 
of  the  natural  Small-Pox  appears  by 
the  Calculations  above  to  be  that  of 
One  in  Six,  and  two-thoufand  two- 
hundred  and  eighty-five  Perfons  hav¬ 
ing  died  of  it,  at  a  Medium,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  Thirteen-thoufand  Seven- 
hundred  and  Ten  muft  have  been  fick 
of  the  Diftemper,  at  a  Medium,  every 
Year.  Now  fuppofing  the  Pradtice  of 
Inoculation  to  have  been  univerfally 
prevalent,  and  allowing  its  Hazard  to 
be  that  of  One  to  Fifty,  there  would 
have  died  then  out  of  that  Number 
Two -hundred  and  Seventy -four  or 
Two- hundred  and  Seventy -five,  in- 
ftead  of  Two-thoufand  Two-hundred 
and  Eighty-five,  and  confequently  at 

leaft 
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leaft  two-thoufand  Lives  would  have 
been  faved  annually  out  of  Two-thou¬ 
fand  Two-hundred  and  Eighty- five, 
and  Sixteen-thoufand  and  upwards  out 
of  Eighteen-thoufand  T  wo-hundred  and 
Eighty-one,  who  actually  perifhed  by 
this  Diftemper  only  in  the  Courfe  of 
eight  Years. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Eight- 
hundred  and  Forty -three,  or  Eight- 
hundred  and  Fifty-fix,  who  received 
the  Small-Pox  by  Inoculation,  had 
been  infected  in  the  natural  Way,  a 
Hundred  and  Thirty,  or  a  Hundred 
-  an(3  Thirty-one,  would  have  been  loft 
out  of  that  Number  inftead  of  Seven¬ 
teen  ;  fo  that  Inoculation  may  be  reck¬ 
oned  to  have  actually  faved  a  hundred 
and  thirteen  or  fourteen  Lives,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  loft  by  this 
Diftemper. 

The  above  Calculations  are  a  ma- 
nifeft  Explanation  of  the  Hazard  of 
Inoculation,  compared  with  the  Small- 

Pox 
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Pox  in  the  natural  Way  3  and  plainly 
fliew  that  it  tends  to  the  Prefervation 
of  Mankind,  by  leffening  the  Danger 
to  which  they  are  otherwife  liable. 

But  the  Pe^verfenefs  of  fome,  and 
the  plaufible  Pretences  of  others,  ren¬ 
der  it  impoffible  for  all  to  be  of  one 
Opinion  in  this  Matter.  To  the  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  I  fay  Nothing  •  but  to 
thofe,  who,  from  a  real  Scruple  of 
Confcience,  cenfure  this  Practice,  as  a 
prefumptuous  and  daring  Attempt  to 
fhake  off  that  Dependance  we  all  have 
on  the  Divine  Providence,  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  very  allowable  to  endeavour 
to  avoid  a  great  Evil  by  chufing  a  lefs, 
and  that  that  is  the  Cafe  of  Inocula¬ 
tion  the  foregoing  Calculation  iufficient- 
ly  proves. 

However,  to  carry  this  Matter  a 
little  further,  let  it  be  objected  that 
my  Child  may  chance  to  pais  his  whole 
Life-time  without  catching  the  Small- 
Pox  5  and  why,  upon  this  Suppofition, 

fhould 
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fhould  I  run  the  Hazard  to  inoculate 
him  ?  Were  I  fure  this  would  be  the 
Cafe,  my  Anfwer  would  be  obvious ; 
but  as  it  is  not,  and  as  the  frequent 
Intercourfe  with  Mankind  renders  it 
almoft  unavoidable,  why  fhould  I  per¬ 
mit  him  to  live  in  perpetual  Dread  of 
a  Diftemper,  which  it  is  in  my  own 
Power,  with  little  Hazard,  to  free 
him  from  ?  For  in  this,  as  in  every 
Thing  elfe  of  Conlequence,  I  am  to 
let  my  Reafon  guide  me ;  and,  fo  foon 
as  I  am  determined  by  that  what  I 
ought  to  do,  I  will  fix  my  unalter¬ 
able  Refolution,  and  prefently  fay  to 

myfelf - 1  ought,  and  therefore  — 

I  will. 

This  was  the  Sentiment  of  my  in¬ 
genuous  Friend,  Dr.  Fuller ,  according 
to  whofe  Apprehenfion  the  Cafe  of  In¬ 
oculation  ftandeth  thus : 


u  If 
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u  If  any  great  Evil,  threatening 
cc  Life,  will  probably  fall  upon  us, 
“  we  know  not  when,  though  we  are 
“  not  infallibly  fure  it  ever  will  at 
“  all  ;  and  we  have  it  in  our  Power 
“  to  prevent  the  Danger  of  it,  when- 
“  ever  we  pleafe,  by  doing  fomething 
“  that  has  but  little  Trouble  or  Peril 
<c  in  it  j  in  all  Prudence  we  are  bound 
“  to  do  it. 

“  Now,  to  fet  this  Matter  in  a  clear 
<c  Light,  let  us  fuppofe  an  Ifland  into 
“  which  the  far  greater  Part  of  Man- 
“  kind  will  be  unavoidably  forced, 
<c  whether  they  will  or  not,  to  go 
“  once,  and  but  once  in  their  Lives  5 
<c  and  none  can  poffibly  forefee  who 
<c  fhall  be  forced,  or  when. 

cc  All  that  went  formerly  ufed  to 
u  wade  through  a  mo  ft  dangerous  Ri- 
ver,  wherein  about  One  in  Six  were 
“  generally  drowned. 

H 

m 
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“  But  of  late  a  Ferry-boat  hath 
cc  been  built,  which  is  always  ready 
“  at  Call,  and  in  which  the  Paffage  is 
“  fo  eafy,  and  fo  fafe  that  not  above 
“  One  in  Fifty  have  been  known  to 
“  fall  over-board,  and  perilh  ;  and 
“  thole  few  that  did  fo  had  their  Mif- 
“  fortune  from  fome  Accident,  Care- 
“  lelfnefs  or  Mifmanagement,  and  in 
“  no  wife  from  any  Fault  in  the 
“  Boat. 

“  And  now  let  any  one,  whom 
“  groundlefs  Prejudice  hath  not  robbed 
“  of  his  thinking  and  realoning  Fa- 
“  culties,  judge  whether  it  be  not  a- 
“  bundantly  more  prudent  and  prefer- 
u  able,  to  chufe  a  Time  when  it  is 
“  moil  convenient  for  him,  and  then 
“  voluntarily  ferry  over,  and  fo  fecure 
“  himfelf  for  ever,  than  to  be  at  un- 
<!  awares  fnatched  up,  and,  againft 
“  his  Will,  forcibly  hurled  headlong 
“  into  the  hideous  River,  there  to 
“  plunge  about,  and  ftruggle  for  Life 

u  many 
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Ce  many  Days,  and  be  drowned  at 
cc  laft*  or,  if  he  happen  to  get  out, 
“  yet  it  may  be  but  badly,  with  Marks, 
£C  Scars,  and  Deformities,  and  perhaps 
cc  total  Lofs  of  Sight.” 

The  Fate  of  Inoculation  wasjudi- 
cioufly  ftated  at  firft  by  Dr.  Jur^n,  to 
depend  principally  upon  the  Decifion 
of  the  two  following  Queftions. 

1 .  Whether  the  Diftemper  given 
by  Inoculation  would  be  an  ef¬ 
fectual  Security  to  the  Patient 
again#  his  having  the  Small-Pox 
in  the  natural  Way  ? 

2.  Whether  the  Hazard  of  In¬ 
oculation  would  turn  out  to  he 
confiderably  lefs  than  that  of  the 
natural  Small-Pox  ? 

With  Regard  to  the  firft  of  thele 
Queftions,  I  need  only  to  intimate. 
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Sir,  that  the  Ufage  of  this  Practice, 
for  near  thirty  Years  part,  has  been 
long  Time  enough  of  Experiment  for 
.its  Security  to  the  Patient  again  ft  any 
more  Harm  from  that  Diftempei  • 
And  I  can  look  out  for  no  fitter  Sub¬ 
ject  than  myfelf  to  offer  for  a  Proof  of 
this,  having  had  the  Small-Pox  by 
Inoculation  above  five  and  twenty  Years 
ago,  in  a  very  favourable  Manner  ;  and, 
notwithftanding  my  having  been  con- 
verfant  with  that  Diftemper,  both  in 
the  natural  Way  and  by  Inoculation, 
for  many  Years  fince  that  Time,  never 
could  get  it  again. 

In  Reply  to  the  fecond  Queftion, 
I  am  fufficiently  perfuaded  that  the 
Calculations  above-mentioned  have  ma- 
nifeftly  fet  forth,  that  the  Danger  and 
Hazard  of  the  Small-Pox  by  Inocu¬ 
lation  is  confiderably  lefs  than  in  the 
natural  Way  :  And,  if  compared  with 
the  Account  given  you  of  my  own 

Succefs, 
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Succefs,  will  appear  to  be  much  more 

So. 

After  all,  I  fhall  take  Leave  of 
this  Subject,  with  wifhing  that  the 
Pradice  of  Inoculation,  as  it  is  fo  be¬ 
neficial  to  Mankind,  may  meet  with 
itp  deferved  Encouragement. 


finis . 
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